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A CLINICAL LECTURE 
ON TYPHUS AND TYPHOID FEVER. 
DELIVERED AT THE 
FEVER WARDS OF BELLEVUE HOSPITAL. 


By ALFRED L. LOOMIS, M.D., 


PHYSICIAN TO THE HOSPITAL. 
PART II. 


Aut the patients admitted into the ward, as nearly as could 
be ascertained, were taken ill suddenly. The majority had 
a well marked chill at the onset of the disease. Heat of 
skin was not a prominent symptom in most of the cases. 
Delirium came on early, and in four instances was very 
violent; a tendency to stupor was present in most; when 
coma occurred it was developed suddenly, and, with but 
two exceptions, was fatal. In all but ten the countenance 
had a livid hue, and the eyes were suffused. Diarrhcea, 
pain on pressure over the coecum, tympanitis, and gurgling, 
were present in only six, in all of which the rose spots were 
present, Subsultus tendinum was not marked in more than 
half of the cases, and when present was slight, occurring as 
frequently in those who recovered as in those who died. 
Npistaxis was noticed only in those who had the rose- 
colored rash. Hemorrhage from the bowels occurred in 
but one case, which was fatal on thesixteenth day. In 
thirty-two cases a petechial eruption was apparent over the 
whole surface by the seventh day; at its first appearance 
it was bright, partially or completely disappearing under 
slight pressure; in two days it became dark and was unal- 
tered by pressure; it was visible in each case until conva- 
lescence was established; one death occurred; in two there 
was noeruption. In the remaining case a few spots only 
appeared on the chest and abdomen of a bright rose color, 
readily disappearing under slight pressure, each spot re- 
maining only two or three days and then followed by 
successive crops of eruptions. The question now very 
naturally arises—Have we had two distinct fevers with two 
distinct eruptions, or only one fever with two varieties of 
eruption? The profession is divided on this subject. From 
the closer observation you have given the cases, as they 
have occurred the past two months, you are, I think, per- 
fectly prepared not only to recognise two distinct erup- 
tions, but that in patients lying side by side having the erup- 
tions, there has been a clear and unmistakable difference 
in the symptoms, mode of access, march, duration, and con- 
valescence, a3 well as in the effeet of stimuli; and that fol- 
lowing these eruptions to the dead-house the lesions have 
differed as widely as the eruptions. True, unless the 
“eruption makes the distinction, there is no sufficiently 
constant distinction during life;” but the same may be said 
of the exanthemata. I will take a step further; in tracing 
out the origin of these cases, not in a single instance have 
1 found typhus, contagious followed by typhoid symptoms, 
but always by typhus and vice versé. On the eruption 
then, and that only, are we to rely for a certain diagnosis. 
When it has not been present, or not characteristic, I have 
delayed the diagnosis; but when the petechial rash of typhus 
has been copious (as in thirty-two of the cases), I have not 
hesitated to call it typhus; and when, on the other hand, 
the rose-spots of typhoid have been present (as in six cases), 
I have been equally as certain of typhoid. There are those 
who are sceptical on this point; yet the marked contrast 
between the measly rash of typhus covering the whole sar- 
face, and the isolated rose spots of typhoid, appearing by 
twos and threes from day to day on the abdomen and 
thorax, ought (it seems to me) to leave no doubt. In three 
of those who died (on whom autopsies were obtained) the 
kidneys presented unmistakable evidences of fatty dege- 
neration ; in each of these cases death had been preceded 
Am, Mev. Times. Vou. VI, No. 15, 





by sudden coma, the patients apparently doing well until 
the coma occurred. <A trace of albumen was found in the 
urine of two. Care in future examinations will, I hope, 
determine how constant coma and Bright's kidney occur 
together in typhus. No microscopic examination of the 
urine was made in these cases. 

There was but one death among those under twenty 
years of age, while among those who had reached adult 
life about one half died; in fact only five adults, who were 
very ill, recovered. 

In all the cases stimulants were administered more or 
less freely ; in fact stimuli and nourishment have consti- 
tuted almost the entire treatment. In the majority it was 
commenced early, so early in one or two cases as the second 
day. In many of the cases large quantities have been 
given (as 60% per day). The guide in its administration 
has been the pulse; when it became frequent and feeble 
stimulants were increased in sufficient quantities to control 
it without regard to the amount administered. With but 
one exception, where the pulse has not responded to the 
stimuli, the case has terminated fatally. In those cases 
where the rose-spots were present, the average amount of 
stimulus required has been much less than in others, and 
was commenced later in the disease. The younger the 
patient the more sure and prompt was the response to 
the stimulus. Its use was continued in all cases of reco- 
very until convalescence was fully established. 

I cannot close without making special mention of one 
who has served me so faithfully as acting House-Physician, 
I refer to the late Henry W. Cook, M.D. 

When, one year since, he passed his examination (than 
whom none stood higher), and eritered Bellevue Hospital, 
he bade fair for a life of usefulness and position. A thorough 
student, striving to grasp all knowledge within his reach, 
earnest and assiduous in his labors, always at his post, 
never having left the hospital even for a day, since «his 
admission. Although at the commencement of his service 
in the fever-ward he expressed some fears lest he might 
contract the disease, those fears never prevented him 
from faithfully, and more than faithfully, performing the 
duties devolving upon him. I add, without comment, the 
record of his illness, and of the post-mortem appearances, 
as made by Dr. T. K. Chandler, house-physician. 

Henry W. Cook, aged 26 years, well developed and 
strong, was taken with chills on the 4th of March. He 
had no predisposition to disease, save that he had been 
closely confined to the hospital for many months, and had 
spent considerable time in the fever ward. After having 
chills he continued feverish and uncomfortable for several 
days, and expressed fears that he was going to have typhus 
fever. During this time his bowels were cofstipated, his 
pulse was somewhat accelerated, and he complained of 
pain in his head, which he thought to be neuralgia, and he 
had a tooth extracted, believing that the pain proceeded 
from that. On the sixth day, as he felt no better, but 
rather worse, he kept his bed; and on the seventh day, a 
rather sparse eruption appeared on his abdomen, the spots 
being bright, and disappearing fully under pressure. This 
eruption extended in two days to the arms and legs, and 
after this time it did not disappear under pressure ; it also 
became of a darker color: it was not papular in its charac- 
ter. At this time, and subsequently, the tongue was con- 
siderably furred and the pulse more frequent until the tenth 
day of the disease (dating from the commencement of the 
chills, the pulse ranged between 90 and 95 beats per 
minute); but on the tenth day it rose to 118 beats, and it 
fluctuated between 108 and 118 from that time until the 
fourteenth day. On the thirteenth day it suddenly became 
very weak, and the patient seemed to be much prostrated, 
On this day he had five diarrhoeal passages, fluid, dark in 
color, and very offensive; previous to this he had had no 
spontaneous passages, but had required injections daily. 
On the fourteenth day he seemed much better; there was 
no delirium, of which there had been a little during the 
nights immediately preceding. The pulse was full and 
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congestion, Ope ning the intestines, three of the Pepedies 
patches were seen imbedded in the three congested spots; 
they were moderately enlarged. Nothing abnormal, how- 
ever, was seen in the patch at the ileo-ccecal valve. The 

tight kidney was considerably enlarged and intense ‘ly con- 
gested ; upon section it had the appearance at one end of 
ah apop ilectic ¢ slot ; blood exuded from it freely ; there was 
no disproportion between the cortical and medullary por- 
tions. Left kidney not so much enlarged nor congested, 
nor had it the apoplectic appearance of the right; other 
appearances were the same. ‘The urine was drawn off and 
examined by heat and nitric acid, and found to contain a 
marked amount of albumen. The microscope showed fatty 

casts, and a microscopical examination of the structure of 
the oe showed well marked tatty degeneration. 
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A REPORT OF TWELVE 
GUNSHOT FRACTURES OF THE THIGH, 
TREATED CONSERVATIVELY IN THE U. 
TAL, ‘‘ NATIONAL,” 
READ BEFORE 


S. ARMY GENERAL HOSPI- 
CAMDEN STREET, BALTIMORE, MD., 
THE U. 8. ARMY MEDICAL AND SURGICAL 
SOCIETY OF MARYLAND. 
By EDMUND G, WATERS, M.D., 
ACTING ASSISTANT SURGEON U.B8.A. 
Ow the 21st and 25th of July, 1862, between four and 
five hundred sick and wounded Union soldiers were re- 
ceived into the National Hospital, Baltimore. Most of the 
wounded had been shot in the Seven Days’ Fight, and 
being taken prisoners by the Confederate army had been 
sent to Richmond in various conveyances, and subsequent- 
ly forwarded to Baltimore from City Point by steamer. 
Among them was a number with fractured thighs, and 
a better opportunity has rarely been afforded to test the 
several modes of treatment in secondary cases after this 
kind of injury, than these presented, 

The writer regrets that he is not able to give the exact 
number of amputations performed for this injury, but is 
able to state positively that only one patient recovered of 
the many who underwent the operation. In this case the 
operation was performed in the upper third of the thigh, 

In three cases the femur was resected; in one the 
head of the bone and part of the neck were removed in 
one at the upper, and in the last at the middle third, 
These patients all died within a fortnight after the opera- 
tion, and the autopsy in each case revealed the melan- 
choly fact that nature had made no attempt at reparation. 
The same fatality attended five out of six cases where 
similar operations were performed by the British sur- 
geons in the Crimea, 

In fourteen cases the attempt was made to save the limb. 
Of these, three died: one of fracture of the upper third, 
in which the bullet had passed deeply through the mus- 
cles of the opposite thigh, and through the upper part 
of the scrotum, nearly the whole of which subsequently 
sloughed from exhaustion and pain; one of fracture at 
the middle third, of profuse suppuration ; and one of frac- 
ture at the lower third, from sloughing of the femoro- 
popliteal artery. 

Nine were discharged the hospital already using their 
injured limbs in standing and walking with considerable 
facility, and in the judgment of their attending surgeons 
to a degree fully justifying the memorandum of “ cured,” 
which was attached to their respective surgical cards at 
the time of their discharge. 

In one of these cases the fracture was in the neck of 

the bone, an injury which Mr, Guthrie says he not only 
has never known an individual to recover from (except 
in a single case after amputation at the hip-joint per- 
formed by himsel!), but has not even known one to sur- 

\ vive it for a longer period than two or three months, 





r third, in 
three at the middle, two of which, however, were at its 
point of junction with the upper, and in three at the 
lower third of the bone. 

The remaining two of the fourteen continue under 
treatment. One of them goes out daily on crutches; 
the other is confined to bed with a slight discharge, 


The union in both is perfect, their general health excel- 
lent, their spirits buoyant, and it requires no excess of | 
professional confidence to be convinced that only a short 
time will elapse before both patients will be completely 
restored to health, and will enjoy valuable use of their 
} ry 


The tenth case of discharged patients is that of a Con- 
federate, wounded at Antietam, who stopped at the “ Na- 
tional” a week or more in transitu south. The fracture, 
in his case, was in the upper third of the bone. 

The writer cannot conclude these brief and imperfect 
remarks without adding his sincere though humble tes- 
timony to the invaluable efficiency of the “ anterior 
splint,” the invention of Prof. N. R. Smith of Baltimore, 
in the treatment of this class of injuries. The successful 
result in Captain Bugh’s case was clearly attributable to 
its use. Deprived of its simple but extraordinary agency, 
he is sincerely convinced that but a small minority of the 
cases treated would have been saved to furnish the satis- 
factory record that follows. Its general use promises to 
revolutionize this part of the surgery of war, and to render 
frequent and usual in our time results which only a few 
years ago had rarely or never fallen under the notice of a 
surgeon unparalleled in the extent of his experience and 
observation, 

I.—Private Wm. O. Hart, Co. H, 14th regiment, N. Y. 
Volunteers, aged 18, native of Cicero, Onondaga county, 
New York, farmer, of sanguine temperament and good con- 
stitution, was wounded at the battle of Gaines Mill, June 
27th, 1862, while facing the enemy. He was carried to 
the rear immediately, and lay for half an hour between 
two fires behind a tree. While thus exposed he was 
wounded by another bullet, both wounds being received 
in the same thigh. He remained on the field thirty hours, 
and was then placed in a spring-wagon and carried to a hos- 
pital tent about a mile distant. Staying there six hours 
le Was put into a Government wagon and taken to Rich- 
mond, a distance of ten or twelve miles over a rough road, 
he joury occupying about three hours. There he was 
laced in the Libby prison, where he remained under little 
or no surgical care until July 19th, when he was taken to 
the depot to be forwarded north, but the cars being 
crowded was obliged to return. 

July 22.—He was shipped aboard the cars, and sent to 
City Point, changing once at Petersburg, and on to Balti- 
more by steamer. 

July 25.—He was admitted into the National Hospital; 
his condition at the time being much enfeebled, partly in 
consequence of a severe diarrhoea with which he had been 
afilicted since first he was carried to Richmond. 

August 5,—The anterior splint was adapted, and the 
imb kept suspended until August 15th, when the patient 
was taken to the operating-room to have the fragments 
of denuded bone removed. A number of large pieces, re- 
presenting severally the entire thickness of one side of the 
shaft, had presented themselves previously at the external 
orifice of the wound, and were easily extracted. On this 
occasion others of large dimensions were found denuded of 
their periosteum, and were likewise removed. A fragment 
of bullet had been discovered by the surgeon in attendance 
at the hospital tent, soon after the wounds were received, 
and removed with the forceps. The first bullet entered 
the inner side of the right thigh three inches above the 
condyle of the femur, passed transversely through the limb, 
under the bone, without wounding either it or the great 
vessels, and emerged on the outer side at a point opposite 
that of entrance. The second bullet, presumed to be of 
the minié variety from inspection of the fragment detained 
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by the patient, entered the posterior aspect of the same 
thigh at its middle third ten inches above the knee-joint, 
and passed horizontally forward fracturing the bone, a part 
of it emerging anteriorly opposite the point of entrance. 
The other part was found and extracted in a condition so 
battered as hardly to be recognisable. 

Oct. 18.—The discharge from both orifices of the second 
wound still continues profuse, although union is complete. 
The limb many be moved in any direction natural to it 
without much inconvenience. The position of the foot and 
leg is natural. The muscles of the thigh and leg are much 
wasted by confinement to bed, bandaging, and protracted 
discharge. The patient continues in bed, his leg unsus- 
tained by splints, and, although his condition indicates 
feebleness, it is much better than at any time since his 
admission, and is manifestly improving. Shortening 
amounts to three-quarters of an inch. 

Feb. 20, 1863.—This man goes out on crutches daily, 
and, from the satisfactory progress he makes, affords every 
desired indication that he soon will be able to lay them 
aside. He has lost, at various times, an incredible amount 
of bone from his thigh, and is accustomed to exhibit to 
visitors massive cubes of it, collected from time to time, 
which he preserves with scrupulous care. 

IIl.—Private David Rorke, Co. H, 22d Regt. Mass, Vols, 
native of Ireland, aged 22, single, carpenter, was wounded 
at the battle of Gaines Mill, June orth, while in the act of 
loading. Was carried to a house near the field of battle 
soon afterwards, and remained there three weeks. ‘He 
was then taken to Savage’s Station in a baggage wagon, 
and sent to Richmond in the cara. 

Admitted July 21.—At this time he spoke only of a 
wound at the inner edge of the crest of the right ilium. 
There was a trifling discharge, the patient not at all enfee- 
bled, but as he complained of some pain, and represented 
the wound to have been caused by a piece of shell, it was 
dilated for the purpose of searching for any foreign body. 
None was found, but the inner surface of the bone 
discovered to be denuded over a space an inch square, 

Aug. 5.—The patient was taken to the operating-room 
to have the surface of necrosed bone removed. On expos- 
ing his person some unnatural convexity of the right thigh 
was observed, occasioning a slight deformity of the limb. 

A wound nearly healed was likewise discovered in the 
popliteal space at its lower border, Mensuration revealed 
a shortening of an inch anda half. A callus, sufficiently 
voluminous slightly to disfigure the natural contour of the 
limb, was found to exist about five inches above the knee- 


was 


joint. 


On being interrogated the patient said he had received 
the latter wound first, and that while lying on the ground 
he had been struck by a fragment of shell, The wound 
in the popliteal space had caused so little trouble that he 
had not directed attention to it. Neither himself nor his 
surgeons who had charge of him previous to his admission 
to this hospital had noticed a fracture of the femur. Of 
course no apparatus had consequently been used. Not- 
withstanding the fact that no professional attention had 
been bestowed upon it the position of the foot in relation 
to the limb is natural, and only what is esteemed moderate 
shortening has taken place. 

Oct. 20, 1862.—Cured, and discharged the service and 
the hospital. 

IlI.—Sergt. W. H. Weber, Co. E, 16th Regt N. Y. 
Vols., aged 19, single, native of New York city, ambrotypist, 
was wounded at the battle of Gaines Mill, June 27, 1862, 
while in the act of loading his gun. After lying on the 
field half an hour he was taken to Watts’ House in a rubber 
blanket; he remained there fifteen days; was taken to 
Savage's Station in an ambulance, where-he stayed a day 
and a half; from thence to Richmond in the cars, remain- 
ing there three days. 

Admitted July 21, 1862.—The anterior splint was applied 
July 23d. The ball entered the inner side of the right 
thigh at the upper part of the middle third, fractured the 
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ing under the skin at a point opposite that 


xtracted June 29th. His general con- 
ellent at the time of admission; there was 

slight discharge from the orifices of the wound, and he 
sulfered no pain whatever. He stated this to have been 
the case almost from the moment when the wound was 
inflicted, The nities of the bone were freely movable 
past each other at this time, and when first suspended in 
the splint, the limb being unrestrained by bandages, the 
upper one forcibly abducted, causing much deformity. 
Aug. 1.—Union evidently taking place, and the deformity 
much decreased; the patient complains of no pain, has a 
is very cheerful, and is in all respects in a 
very promising condition. 20th.—He gets out of bed 
y and sits with entire comfort for an hour or more in a 
chair, the leg in the meantime swinging easily in the splint 
and yielding readily to every motion of his body; the 
es of entrance and exit of ° 
Sept. “0. 


dition was ex 


eXtre 


good app tite 


orifices the ball are nearly closed. 
The leg has been removed from the splint for 


} and the 


several Gays, about on 

"There is shortening to the amount of two 

Very trifling deformity is observed at the seat of 

With the exception of slight diarrhoea, caused 

doubtless by indisereet indulgence in fruit, his condition is 

that of nearly perfect health, Oct. 23.—Cured, and dis- 
charge d the service and the hospital, 
(To be Continued.) 
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REPORT ON HOSPITAL GANGRENE, 
By S. J. RADCLIFFE, M.D., 
ACTING ASSISTANT SURGEON U.8.A., U, 8. GENERAL NOSPITAL ANNAPOLIS, MD. 
, (Continued from page 161.) 

Case If.—Robert Whitehill, private Co. E, 10th Pa. 
R.C, a tall, able-bodied young man, aged twenty-three 
years, wounded and taken prisoner at the battle of Frede- 
ricksburg, December 13th, 1862, arrived at this hospital via 
Richmond on the 11th of January, 1863, per steamer New 
York. He was wounded twice, both by (supposed) conical 
balls—the first ball entering about four inches below and 
inwards from the anterior superior spinous process of the 
ilium of the right side, and about two inches from Pou- 
part’s ligament, passing backwards and emerging on the 
dorsum of the ilium, through the glutei muscles, six inches 
posteriorly and above the head of the femur; the second 
ball entering near the tuberosity of the ischium of the 
same side, passing forwards and inwards behind the femur, 
and emerging on the internal aspect of the thigh, upper 
third, posterior to the great femoral vessels, He received the 
first wound from the front, and cn turning to go towards 
the railroad he received the second. The orifices of 
entrance, at the time of admission, appeared perfectly 
healthy and healing well, but the points of exit were not 
in so healthy a condition. There seemed to be a bright 
red ring of cartilaginous hardness surrounding the wounds 
at the point of exit, and the inner surface was filled with a 
grey, pultaceous admixture of bad pus and a watery fluid, 
surrounding imperfect granulations. His countenance 
seemed bright and cheerful, his appetite was good, and the 
secretions natural, and, as in the former case, no gangrene; 
no abnormal condition was anticipated from a first exami- 
nation. About the fourth to the fifth day the points of 
exit began to enlarge and smell badly, the discharges be- 
coming decidedly ichorous, and the edges disposed to turn 
up, but were not very jagged or uneven. Besides this 
the circumscribed redness, noticed in the preceding case, 
was apparent, but more decided in its bounds and of live- 
lier, fresher color. It occupied in space about one inch 
and a half each way around the sore, in the inner part of 
the thigh, which was the worst, almost symmetrical or 
perfectly round. That at the wound through the gluteal 
muscles not so large. 

The integuments within the boundary at the wound of 
the thigh gradually yielded to the influence of the poison, 
became darker and darker, until it appeared as if it had 
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been subjected to the influence of a red or white hot body, 
ie. charred, and gradually shrinking, finally gave way, 
and separating in one homogeneous mass, left the parts 
as if marked and cut out by rule and compass, but involy- 
ing very little besides the integuments and subcutaneous 
tissues, or rather did not penetrate so deeply as in the 
former case. The muscles not much affected, though bare, 
The other orifice of exit, that on the dorsum ilii, suffered 
less in extent superficially, the gangrene extending more 
in the subcutaneous and intermuscular substances, and 
burrowed more or less every way, leaving the integumenta, 
though much larger than the original opening, much less 
affected, and comparatively in a sound condition. It would 
not be very instructive to trace the disease day by day, as 
sometimes there would be very little change, but it was 
about the tenth day after the line of demarkation had been 
drawn, that the dead matter began to leave the sound 
structures, during which time the discharges were very 
slight, but of a serous or watery nature and highly offen- 
sive. The points of entrance were not affected by the 
gangrene, remaining quiescent, with loose granulations 
about the edges. After the sloughs had separated, and 
the parts had become clean, the edges of the tissued wound 
were rather inverted than everted, and a healthier con- 
dition at once supervened, 

The constitutional symptoms were quite dissimilar to 
the first case. The disturbance was never so great. He 
had no decided chill to usher in the attack, and little appa- 
rently, if any fever. He was more or less in a depressed 
condition during the whole period, and he exhibited 
much anxiety at all times concerning his condition, and also 
much muscular debility. His pulse was feeble and quick, 
say 100 to 120 per minute, a pulse of debility throughout; 
his tongue was clean, though pale; his countenance was 
pallid, the distaste for food constant, no great thirst, and 
he suffered scarcely any pain, or at least did not complain 
much until after the separation of the slough, though he 
suffered somewhat from sleeplessness. At no time did the 
feetor compare with that of the preceding case, nor was it 
very great. His bowels were not so prone to looseness, 
and the atonic symptoms were not so aggravated. 

The treatment in this case was conducted in the follow- 
ing manner :—After cauterizing the entire wound, its edges 
and a part of the surrounding tissue, with nitric acid, I ap- 
plied a large fermenting poultice, consisting of gage 
charcoal, one part, corn meal, two parts, mixed into a pro- 
per consistency with fresh yeast. I renewed this twice or. 
thrice daily, every other day using the nitric acid to hem 
it in from further extension. In about five days the slough 
began to loosen from the sound tissues, and finally by the 
tenth day the mass separated and dropped out nearly all 
at once, leaving the muscles and other structures clean and 
of a bright shining red color. After the parts were cleansed 
by frequent washings, I filled the cavities thus scooped out 
with finely picked lint, and saturated it with acid. nitric. dil. 
cum creasoto of the before mentioned strength, which I had 
renewed at least twice daily, gradually lessening them as 
the wound improved, I used also occasionally liq. soda 
chlor. dil. 

The internal remedies were nearly the same as in the 
preceding case. To tr. ferri chlor. $i. I added quinix 
sulph. § ss., and gave gtt. xxx. or xl. three times daily, largely 
diluted with water. I gave him also chalk and catechu 
when his bowels were loose ; solution of sulphate of morphia 
at night to promote sleep. I gave him also a good nour- 
ishing diet, a bottle of porter or milk punch daily, and every- 
thing that is usually included in a general supporting regi- 
men, under which he is gradually mending in general 
health, and granulations are springing up finely in every 
part of the wound. 

Case III].—Jas. C. Jaycox, private Co. C, 40th N.Y.V., 
apparently of good constitution, aged twenty-four years, 
wounded and taken prisoner at the battle of Fredericks- 
burg, December 13th, arrived at the hospital, via Richmond, 
per steamer New York, January 11th following. 
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He was wounded by a musket ball, kind unknown, pro- 
bably at short range, in the external aspect of the upper 
part of the lower third of the right leg, four or five inches 
above the external malleolus, the points of entrance and 
exit of the ball being about two or three inches apart. 
No fracture was perceived. 

The wound on admission gave no decided evidence of 
local mischief, save in this particular, that the openings 
were quite large, the granulations in that condition when 
wounds remain stationary for some time, and the edges 
were a little pouty and irregular, all of which I attributed 
to want of cleanliness and attention, as he said his wound 
had not been dressed since he left Richmond, and then 
very imperfectly. Ner did his constitution seem to suffer 
n the least from the injury. His health was notably good. 
His appetite was good, and he slept well at night, and all 
the secerning orgaus were performing their functions pro- 
perly. He did not confihe himself in bed, but with the 
aid of a crutch moved about the room, with every indica- 
tion that he would soon be well. I used simple dressings, 
and put him on good diet. 

About the fourth or fifth day after admission, the inte- 
guments between the orifices assumed, as in the other 
cases, a dark red or congested appearance, and the dis- 
charges were very much lessened, and of a thick, grumous 
consistence, His appetite failed, his pulse became quick 
and smallg tongue was clean, his countenance and general 
surface pale, and shivering at the least exposure to the 
atmosphere, and he exhibited much anxiety and restless- 
ness in regard to his wound and his condition. 

From this condition of things the integuments gradually 
gave way, sinking lower and lower from the surface, and 
finally resulting in one entire soft, pulpy, ash-colored mass, 
resembling very much old putrid cheese, which filled the 
wound completely, adhering to the adjacent parts with 
much tenacity, and leaving the edges, which were quite 


circular, though a little jagged and of a diameter of about | 
three inches, thick, shining red, and much everted. This | 


dead fungoid mass adhered so tightly to the tissues be- 
low, that it could scarcely be removed by manipulation 
except in very small particles, resembling then large gra- 
nules, which were very friable. It now began to enlarge 
in every direction, slowly but surely, and daily I dis- 
covered its borders extending more or less, not only 
superficially but deeply in the subcutaneous tissues, and 
in a very irregular manner. 


It was not until the slough commenced to separate that | 


he felt much pain. He was somewhat restless at night 


from the constitutional disturbance which continued pari | 


passu with the local affection, but he experienced no direct 
pain until the muscles were laid bare, and then the weight 
of the bed-clothes, the application of cold water, dilute 
nitric acid, or any dressing, or the least handling, caused 
him much suffering. There was no bad smell at any time 
equal to either of the other cases, and though the constitu- 
tion suffered materially, it did not to the same extent 
as the others. His bowels were easily controlled, but he 
had the same tendency to looseness as the preceding 
cases, 
much exceeding the latter at any time; his tongue kept 
remarkably clean, his appetite only medium or fair, thirst 
not great, skin dry and pale, countenance expectant or 
anxious, and he was easily affected by the cold air of the 
apartment. The slough parted little by little with each 
succeeding washing, and finally, when all were removed, it 
left the muscular structure beneath in a rough, uneven, or 
papulous condition; and the edges thick, red, everted, and 
jagged. By the first of February a healthier action had 
supervened. Heretofore the changes had been gradual, 
and the difference in daily reports, though showing pro- 
gression in the destruction, did not require to be materi- 
ally attended to. By the sixth of February the parts had be- 
come clean, and healthy granulations began to be visible, 
and with this a marked improvement in the general con- 
diton of the patient. 


The pulse ranged throughout from 90 to 120, not | 





I commenced the treatment of this case by an astringent 
and anodyne wash of cupri sulph. gr. xvi, ad sol. opii 
aq., Oj., and the occasional application of Labarraque's 
solution of chlur. sode Zi, to Oj., 3 j. of liq. chl. sod. ad aque 
Oj. Finding this not successful, I ordered the dil. nit. acid 
and creasote to be applied with a continuation of the dil. 
sol, chlor. soda. After the slough formed, I cauterized the 
whole surface of the wound, the edges, and adjoining 
sound skin, with the fuming nitric acid, about every other 
day; and aftcr the slough separated I had the cavity 
filled with picked lint} and kept saturated with the dil. 
nitrie acid and creasote, gradually lessening and diluting 
it more as the condition improved. The internal re- 
medies were the same as in the other cases, tr. cal. iron 
and quinia, morphia to promote sleep, and chalk and cate- 
chu to restrain the bowels. He also had beef-tea, porter, 
etc., ete. The apartment, as in all the cases, was kept well 
ventilated, all dressings were promptly destroyed, and all 
means used to prevent an intensity of the poisonous atmo- 
sphere. 

The above report was made up to the eighth of February, 
when by direction of the Surgeon-General all cases of 
hospital gangrene in this hospital were aggregated in 
wards suitable for them, and placed under the care of one 
medical officer, with instructions to take notes, and report 
the result to the Surgeon-General, through Surgeon 
McFarlin, in charge. It will be seen, however, that the 
gangrenous condition of the*wounds*in these cases had 
been arrested and converted into healthy granulating 
sores, from which a successful issue might be confidently 
predicated. They were no longer cases of gangrene, but 
extensive granulating sores, and, of course, the treatment 
required was only such as is usually necessary for such 
reparation. In the case of Dunkle, the officer In charge- 
of the hospital gangrene wards told me that a colliqua- 
tive diarrhaa, which occurred after leaving my ward, lessen- 
ed very much his chances for recovery. I am glad to say 
that this medical officer is leading them on to a successful 
and happy termination. Dunkle will doubtless have a 
permanently fixed leg, it being bent at nearly right angles 
from the contraction of the muscles, but in the other cases 
there will likely be no deformity. The granulations and 
repair have filled up the wounds nearly to the surface ; and 
in the natural course of things a short time only will be 
required to pronounce them in all respects cases of success- 
ful treatment. I have had an opportnuity of examining 
these cases up to March 12th. 


Reports of Bospitals. 
GENERAL HOSPITAL, NO. 19, NASHVILLE, TENN 


LIGATIONS OF BRACHIAL ARTERY. 

JOHN SHRADY, Ja., SURGEON U.S.V., IN CHARGE. 
I.—Secondary Hemorrhage.—Ligation of Brachial Ar- 
tery.— Amputation Edward Pepper, 1st Battalion, 18th 
US.V., Co. B, xt. 35, admitted Jan. 5, of good consti- 
tution and fine muscular development, with a predominance 
of the sanguine temperament. Wounded Dec. 31, missile 
entering internal aspect of right forearm, about its middle 
third, and emerging just above the elbow externo-poste- 
riorly. Keeps his arm flexed at a right angle. Says he lost 
considerable blood on the field. Jan. 8.—Attacked with a 
profuse hemorrhage from the upper orifice of the wound, 
which was restrained by an intelligent nurse until the ar- 
rival of assistance. As this occurred at night compression 
and elevation of limb were resorted to as a temporary 
expedient. Jan. 9.—His limb is much swollen, and he 
complains bitterly of the pressure of the tourniquet; on 
loosening this appliance the bleeding did not return, but 
deeming its entire withdrawal unsafe a nurse was specially 
detailed with full instructions of his duty in the premises. 
Jan. 10.—After the lapse of thirty hours, there was a 
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recurrence of the same alarming hemorrhage. Uncertainty 
as to its exact source, and the condition of the wound itself, 
forbade our cutting down upon any given point to secure 
the vessel or vessels at fault; the ligation of the brachial 
artery was resorted to as being the means most likely to 
This was performed during anesthesia, 
the subsidence of the swelling, consequent upon the com- 
pression, adding not a little to the facility of the operation. 
Jan, 22.—Ligature came away a few days ago. Incision 
granulating up finely apparently, an effectual stop to the 
hemorrhage. Nountowardsymptoms; complains somewhat 
of-weakness, but this does not prev®nt his walking up and 
down his ward quite frequently. Jan. 29.—Appetite good, 
Nothing worthy of note, except that the original wound 
show symptoms of healing up; he is very fearful 
of making the slightest motion lest he be again attacked 
by his old trouble. Feb. 10.—Has been complaining for 
some days back of a soreness on the space opposed to the 
olecranon, but to this not much importance was attached, 
and now the hemorrhage has returned, ushered in by a 
slight oozing. There is communicated to the finger, upon 
its introduction within the wound, a sensation of sponginess, 
and but little resistance is made to its movements in any 


direction. 


promise success, 


dot s not 


There is, besides, a blue sloughy look present, 
and some of the features of nee: Ordered compression 
in first Feb. 12.—Ligation of the axillary 
artery having been on consultation voted of doubtful expe- 
diency, amputation of the arm was performed in preference. 
An examination of ‘the removed limb showed an establish- 
ment of the collateral circulation, an embedment of a bullet 
fragment, spicula of bone apparently from the coronoid 
process, and 


OSis. 


as 


instance, 


fibro-cartilaginous deposits. The passive mo- 
tion, which was recommended to overcome the anchylosis, 
may have solicited the hemorrhage, but of this we are not 
certain. Feb, 28.—His vigorous constitution and fondness 
for stimulants have served him well. The ligatures have 
detached themselves. There has been some attempt at 
union by the first intention, and the suppurating process at 
no period has beenin excess. At the posterior edge of the 
sa somewliat ulcerous spot, but this 
, and being out/of the way of all probable 
trouble. March 7.—The 
stump, up to this time, has been suppurating off and on, but 
on the whole has never claimed much of patient’s attention. 
Appetite good. Mareh 17.—Stump almost entirely healed. 
Ilas been out to-day upon a pass, and does not consider 
himself a patient any longer. 
1].—Seeondary Hemorrhage. 

Artery.—John Quinn, Ist Battal 


’ ) F. 
admitted Jan. 5, 


surgical wound there 
is now granulating 
pressure is not likely to 


Cause 


Ligation of the Brachial 
18th U.S.L, Co. C, 

a gui wound of the left 
middle and lower third, some 
The ball passed completely through 

without implicating the bone. He 
field, probably from loss of blood, All 
normal, and his case presents no re- 
Jan. 10.—Considerable hemorrhage 

from both orifices of wound, but rather more from its 
external side, Compression by tourniquet resorted to. 
Jan, 11.—Not even the most thorough probing can so- 
licit the hemorrhage, so further surgical interference was 
deemed inexpedient. Continue treatment in case of a 
return of the trouble. Jan, 22.—Everything up to date 
has gone on well, even to an almost entire closure of both 
orifices of wound. The hemorrhage returned 
this afternoon, ushered in by a slight oozing. Ordered com- 
pression, in first instance. Jan. 23.—Brachial artery 
ligated at its upper third; in this case two ligatures were 
used about one-eighth of an inch apart, as a ‘safeguard 
against probable haemorrhage from distal extremity of the 
vessel. Ordered arm to be wrapped in cotton and flannel. 
Diet full, with stimulants. Jan. 25.—Doing well. Beef 
and concentrated beet-tea are freely exhibited with a view 
to their fibre-making properties, and the rapid organization 
of the clots at the extremity of the ligated vessel. Jan. 28. 
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arm, at the junction of its 
tive days previously. 
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The gunshot injury is not likely to give further annoyance, 
Temperature of arm operated upon much lower than that 
of its mate. Jan, 30.—The ligatures came away with the 
dressing. Every portion of wounded tissue has now cica- 
trized over. Feb, 28.—Has suffered from nothing unusual 
save a pain in his left palm, which, according to his repre- 
sentation, is persistent ; partial anchylosis of elbow-joint; a 
much diminished temperature of the arm from point of liga- 
tion downwards. There is, besides, an atrophy of the mus- 
cles, which may be due as much to a want of use as to any 
injury of nervous system or failure of full arterial supply. 


Reports of Societies. 


NEW YORK COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 
ALFRED UNDERHILL, M.D., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR. 
Tue Society held a regular meeting on Monday, March 2d, 
1863, at 8 p.m., at the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 

The reports from the Committee on Diseases prove that 
the short month of February has been an unusually fatal 
one, the statistics showing a steady increase of deaths by 
virus diseases, 

The observations made by the Meteorological Committee 
during the month of February inform us that the mean 
temperature of evaporation for the month was 27°; the 
minimum point was 6° below zero, aud the maximum 
point was 48°. 

DISCUSSION ON TYPHUS AND TYPHOID FEVERS. 

Dr. Henscnen opened the discussion on typhoid and 
typhus fevers by stating, that a few months since he read 
before the Society a fragmentary paper on typhus fever, 
at that time giving the individual views on that disease and 
its treatment. He was now to open the subject, and 
would endeavor to present points which might lead to dis- 
cussions, - Dr. H. considers typhus a blood disease of zy- 
motie origin, and of a cyclical type, meaning that the disease 
by its own accord and nature would, after having itself 
run out, return to health, if death had not been occasioned 
by a grave affection of one or the other of the important or- 
gans. Typhus may assume different forms, different diseases, 
but he maintains that there is no real differemce (except 
in the localization) between typhus and typhoid fevers, All 
the different forms have something specific in common, all 
originating from the same sphere of contagion, all have an 
undoubted similarity of symptoms, a!l a-tendency to erup- 
tions of a kind of roseola, and they require all a similar 
treatment. The subdivisions of typhus Dr. H. made out 
to be: Febricular, relapsing fever, whose characteristics 
are congestions of the liver and spleen, and in some manner 
allied to malarial disease ; Exanthematic Typhus or petechial 
fever, with prominent localization on the skin; and Heat 
Typhus—the “ fiévre typhosse,” of the French, or abdominal 
typhus, characterized by localization in the intestines 
(Griebinger). 

Schnepps says, that one form of the disease may, under 
favorable circumstances, turn into another. 

Magnus Huss saw the different forms of the disease ori- 
ginate from the same cause, in the same locality. Cazales, 
who had a vast experience in the Crimean war, says, it is 
impossible to discriminate between the exanthematic and 
the abdominal forms at the bedside. 

Naumann says that in abdominal typhus the miasma 
enters into the circulation, not through the lungs, but from 
the lower part of the ileum. After quoting these authori- 
ties Dr. H. proceeded to state that the exanthemic form is 
more contagious than the ileo-typhus, and females are, ac- 
cording to Lebert, less subject to the roseolas of typhus 
than males. Hemorrhage from the bowels, even without 
perforation, is generally considered very unfavorable, but 
he saw five cases with copious hemorrhage, whereof three 


~Surgical wound, to quote patient's phrase, “ still runs.” | recovered. One subject of the last of these came from 
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Virginia, having contracted the disease in camp. _Roseola 
and other diagnostic symptoms of typhus were well marked 
on the abdomen (where he showed the marks of a vesica- 
tory), a great many cellular abscesses appeared; about the 
same time heemorrhage from the bowels occurred, which con- 
tinued for about four days. A few days afterwards he had 
a sudden attack of apnoea and inability to swallow, which 
was but momentary, but repeated itself a few days later 
From that time the voice became changed, suffocatory 
symptoms recurred frequently, until they became so immi- 
nent that Dr. Buck was called in to perform tracheotomy. 
It is now more than sixteen months since this laryngo- 
typhus made its appearance; and the patient still carries 
the canula in the tracheal wound, An operation has since 
been resorted to to discover any foreign growth, but un- 
successfully ; the laryngoscope showing only a thickening 
of the mucous membrane, covering the vocal cords. 

Dr. Taomson commenced by stating that he had taken 
notes of some two hundred and twenty cases of typhoid 
and typhus fevers, occurring under his care, while physi- 
cian at the Quarantine Hospital, and never had any diffi- 
culty in distinguishing the two different forms after the 
second week, and does not believe in their identity. The 
relative duration of the two diseases was well marked, 
Typhus does not survive three weeks, while typhoid lasts 
for four weeks, 

Complimenting Plato, Hippocrates, Galen, and the Greek 
and Roman physicians, as excellent describers of disease, 
they were nevertheless poor pathologists. Reference was 
made to the faithfulness in symptomatology, it being the 
chief value of these ancient medical writings, especially on 
the subject of typhus. He thinks that an impartial exami- 
nation of them will show that “ genuine’ typhus and 
typhoid fevers were unknown tothem, Dr, T. feels sure, that 
the accounts given by Hippocrates and Galen will be found 
to apply only to malarial fevers, with adynamicand typhoid 
characters, where an extreme degree of malarial infee- 
tion exists, such as we see in the second stages of bilious, 
remittent, or yellow fevers. 

These considerations applied themselves also to the Ara- 
bic physicians, who improved upon their Greek and Ro- 
mon predecessors in the study of the types of fever, care- 
fully noting the distinction of symptoms existing between 
the sthenic and inflainmatory fevers, and those of an adyna- 
mic character. But even here we find again nothing but 
the processes of malarial fevers or the epidemic plague. 

Another reason advanced by Dr, T. for thir ignorance of 
typhus consisted in the fact that even to this day, neither 
typhoid nor typhus fevers prevail anywhere in the East, ex- 
cept in places where Europeans had but lately imported them. 

Dr, T. maintained that typhus is of modern origin, be- 
longing to the great class of virus diseases, having all the 
remarkable and distinctive characters only belonging to 
that class of disease; so peculiar, as at once to separate 
them from all other classes and summed them up briefly 
as follows :—Ist. Virus diseases have historic beginnings ; 
thus, the Greeks knew nothing of variola, the Romans no- 
thing of scarlatina, the Arabs of cholera, etc. ; just as at pre- 
sent the latter know nothing of typhus. They are therefore 
not functional diseases, like pneumonia, Neither did they 
originate from filth, rain, the sun, from wind or gas, or from 
crowding together human beings or animals; for all these 
causes have in all timesexisted 2d. They are two specific dis- 
eases, arising only from themselves, 3d. This class of diseases 
possesses the very remarkable property of reproduction in 
the human system. Unlike al poisons, they cause mis- 
chief, not by entering the system “ solely,” but by repro- 
ducing themselves to such an extent so as greatly to dis- 
turb the bodily functions, and cause diseases each after its 
kind. 4th. But this reproduction, with all its consequent 
morbid symptoms, is invariably preceded alter the entrance 
of the virus by the singu’ar stage of incubation, which 
yaries in length according to each particular virus; that of 
measles, for example, being twice as long as that of scarla- 
tina. A virus cannot possibly act, until it has gone round | 
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and round in the circulation some millions of times for 
hours or days or weeks, or even months, before any trou- 
ble arises. How astonished would we be, on the other 
hand, with an animal into whose veins we have injected 
arsenic, if it did not begin to feel uncomfortably until the 
seventh day, or if, on giving strychnia, it would not have 
its first fit until three weeks afterwards. 5th. Viruses, 
when they do act, present symptoms in a definite succes- 
sion, regular in time as well as character, one specific 
symptom developing after another, just as leaves follow 
buds, and flowers leaves, and fruit flowers; and as no man 
ever witnessed the fruit without the others first, and only 
after so many days or weeks, so no one can reverse the 
steps of a virus, and have a small-pox scab come before the 
pimple, or the pustule before the rever, or the fever with- 
out the incubation. 6th, Viruses have but slight depen- 
dence on qvantity, though we have seen that time is a 
necessary element to them; thus, the lymph that barely 
moistens the tip of a lancet, will produce the same results 
in the same time as the injection of a teaspoonful. Poisons, 
on the contrary, act according to the amount of the dose. 
7th. As a necessary result from the capacity of reproduc- 
tion, is another remarkable trait of viruses, namely, com- 
municability ; they must propagate wherever they find 
their soil, and that soil being in some animal bodies, any 
such animal coming near @ virused animal is thereby en- 
dangered. What is there analogous to this in the action 
of poisons? Who fears to approach a man bitten by a 
viper, or a suicide by laudanum? 8th. Viruses, like all 
seeds, owe their greater or less development not to 
themselves but to the soil into which they happen to fall, 
and to the influences of the season; most of the seeds fall 
by the wayside, and having nothing to grow upon, straight- 
way they die out. Thus in every epidemic a vast majority 
of those exposed escape altogether. But the same seed 
sown atthe same time springs up in one thirty fold, in ano- 
ther sixty, in another hundredtold, and kills the last. One 
year the crop rewards death with a tremendous harvest; 
the next year, owing to climatic causes, the viruses will 
spring up only here and there. Now, how as to poisons? 
Have they an epidemic constitution from year to year? 
Will serpents vary in their malignancy, or will a year come 
around when tartar emetic will not vomit? 9th, Viruses, 
“semel tantum in decursu vite aliquem afficientes,” 
make but one visit, Mercifully ordered is this strange 
fact, for otherwise the human race would soon be number- 
ed with the fossils. But does not this of itself prove that 
these are not functional diseases, like pleurisy and rheu- 
matism, nor animal poisoning agents either, for who 
would ever get used to a centipede or a cobra? 

We have adduced these considerations to show that 
virus diseases are separated by such essential distinctions 
from all other morbid processes that they must be purely 
specific maladies, and however closely their symptoms may 
resemble those of other diseases, yet, if they have the virus 
characters, they cannot be confounded with them. Thus, 
some viruses may cause coughing, some diarrhoea, and 
some fever; but Asiatic cholera and diarrhoea are very dif- 
ferent things; pertussis is not bronchitis only ; so also typhus 
is not fever only, 

Now, typhus and typhoid fevers can be proved to pre- 
sent one and all of the peculiar characters of viruses, Tius, 
we have known a gentleman simply walk past a row of 
sick emigrants, holding his nose at the time. The emi- 
grants presented the worst symptoms of maculated typhus, 
but from the great size of the room and the distance 
which this gentleman was careful to maintain from the 
sick, the dose of typhus virus which could have reached 
him must have been small indeed. For seven days he felt 
no change, but on the eighth virulent typhus developed in 
him, not only to his own destruction, but also to the infec- 
tion of several who came near him. Here we have the in- 
cubation, the reproduction, the definite course, and the 
propagation of a virus, with the minutest original quantity. 

(To be Continued.) 
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, 
LETTER XXX. 
By PROF. CHARLES A. LEE. 
WINES, AND THE WINE-GROWING COUNTRIES, 
Costentz ox THe Rute, Sept. 21, 1862. 
Ix Europe, the favorite climate of the vine is between 
latitude 36° and 48°, that is between the isothermal lines 
of 62° and 47° 50’, provided the winter line is not below 
33°, nor the summer under 66 or 68°. Such is the case in 
Europe to lat. 50°, and in the United States to lat. 40°, 
but on our Pacific coast the requisite temperature for 
maturing the grape is found as high as Fort Vancouver (in 
the latitude of Montreal), where the fig, citron, orange, 
lemon, pomegranate, and cotton plant, ought also to flour- 
ish. I believe it has been ascertained by Humboldt that 
the mean heat of the edge of vegetation of the vine must 
be at least 59° F., and that of the summer from 65 to 67°, 
and that any country which has not these climatic condi- 
tions ‘cannot produce fully ripened grapes or drinkable 
wine. It is a singular fact that on the table lands of South 
America where the mean temperature is from 62 to 669, 
although the vine may grow and flourish, the grape does 
not mature, because the temperature is too low and nearly 
uniform. In no equatorial country can good wine be made 
where the constant temperature is not, at least, 68° F, 
The most remarkable vintages of the Rhine wines, I am 
iformed, were in the years 1811 (when the celebrated 
‘* Comet’ wine was produced), 1822, 1834, and 1857, and 
the mean temperature of these summers was 68° F. One 
of the poorest years for wine was in 1833, when the mean 
temperature of the summer was only 63° F. We shall, 
however, err, if we suppose that the strongest wine always 
corresponds with the hottest summer, for in addition to 
this, it appears that a mild autumn is an essential condition 
to the ripening of the grapes. Thus in 1834 and 1811, 
which were remarkable over Europe for the quantity and 
excellence of their wines, the mean temperature of September 
and October was as high as 62° F., while the mean tem- 
perature of the same months in 1833 and other bad years 
was only about 50% F. I make these remarks to show 
how uncertain the cultivation of the grape must be in our 
northern and perhaps mean and middle states, where the 
conditions for maturing the fruit must often be absent, but 
in southern Ohio, Illinois, and our southern and south- 
western states, generally, as well as on the Pacific coast, all 
the necessary climatic conditions will be found for per- 
fectly maturing the grape, and the production of excellent 
wines. 

The chief defects of wine are wanting strength and 
being too acid. Both are owing to want of maturity in 
the grapes. There is an excess of cream of tartar and 
free vegetable acids, which disappear as the grape fully 
ripens, and are replaced by sugar, and this deficiency of 
sugar in the must is supplied both in Germany and France 
by adding a quantity of artificial grape sugar, prepared 
from starch. The quantity of acid is small in warm cli- 
mates where the grape fully ripens; here the sugar greatly 
predominates, so that the ferment or azotized principle of 
the must is insufficient for complete fermentation, when 
we have sweet wines, but if the ferment be sufficient we 
have strong alcoholic wines, as those of Madeira. These 
principles are well understodd here on the Rhine, where 
it is a common practice to add sugar and water to the 
grape-juice in process of fermentation in order to qua- 


druple the quantity without deteriorating the quality of | 


the article produced. The grapes are at first subjected 
to gentle pressure only, by which a portion of the juice 
is extracted; then sugar and water are abundantly added 
to the husks, in order to get the largest possible quantity 
of wine out of a given quantity of grapes. But the qua- 
lity is, of course, greatly deteriorated. I found this prac- 
tice almost universal in the wine districts of France, and 
was informed that the vin ordinaire, and the wine gene- 
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rally met with in the cabarets, was produced in this man- 
ner. It is well known that the best Rhine and Moselle 
wines rarely have any brandy added to them, and that 
they will keep for a century at least without any alcoholic 
addition, and yet their alcoholic strength, according to the 
test in use at the Custom-house in London seldom ex- 
ceeds 18 per cent. upon the common, and 21 per cent. 
upon the best descriptions, and yet when going through 
the wine vaults at the London docks, I was told by one 
of the largest dealers, that he uniformly added 33 per 
cent, of brandy to his sherry wines, to adapt them to the 
taste of the English wine drinkers, who seem to relish 
only the strong fiery wines. 

To show not less the capacity of the human stomach, 
and the toleration of the pure Rhine wines, I may men- 
tion that I have known two gentlemen drink, at a single 
sitting of six hours, twelve bottles of the best quality, 
without any apparent excitement or ill-effect whatever. 
Port wine used in England is known to be reinforced 
before it leaves Portrgal by one-fifth of strong brandy, 
besides what is added to it in the London docks; which 
me may presume to be equal to that added to sherry, 
viz. 33 per cent.! I am glad, however, to observe that 
the lighter wines of France and Germany are becoming 
much more extensively used than they were when I was 
last in England, twelve years ago; so that the consump- 
tion of French wines has now reached 25 per cent. and 
the Rhenish wines over 3 per cent. of the whole amount 
imported. Still, most of the old English wine-drinkers 
cling to the use of the strong alcoholic wines, to which 
they have been so long accustomed; and there is little 
reason to expect that the pure juice of the grape will 
speedily, if ever, supplant the national drink of the Eng- 
lish, viz. malt liquors. I think the German wines possess 
a distinct character from all other wines; being generous 
(as it is called), drier than the French, finely fiavored, and 
enduring age beyond any other wines whatever. Of late 
years also they have greatly improved in quality by the 
great attention paid to their growth, and better manage- 
ment of the vintage. Wine-making has become more of 
an art or rather science, and the best chemists of the coun- 
try, like Liebig, Boussingault, ete., have contributed their 
efforts to aid in its advancement; so that there are great 
emulation and competition in the different wine districts, 
and the wines show a corresponding excellence. For in- 
stance, there i3 now a great rivalry between the two vine- 
yards of Johannesberg and Steinberg, so that some years 
the produce of the latter brings a higher price than that of 
the former. Five dollars per bottle at the cellars is not an 
unusual price for it. So the Rudesheimerberg, the Stein- 
berger, and the Graefenberg, are held in nearly equal esti- 
mation by wine connoisseurs; and the vineyards of Roth, 
Koningsbach, and Marcobrunn do not lag far behind. The 
oldest wine I have met with is of the vintage of 1748, 
which is still offered to purchasers; though the wines of 
1783, yet on sale, bear the highest character of any of the 
wines of the last century. The opinion, that the nature of 
any particular wine depends on or is improved by its great 
age, is not often entertained in this region. The wine is 
accordingly not kept out of the market so long as formerly. 
I am sure I cannot explain why it is, that, while much 
stronger southern wines suffer from age after a certain 
number of years, even in bottle, these Rhine wines, con- 
taining far less spirit, undergo no deterioration by age, but 
are, if anything, improved; so that the Steinwein of 1748 
brought in 1832, 350 dollars for thirty gallons. I found it 
a very common opinion in England that the Rhine and 
Moselle wines are more acid than the white wines of 
France; but I believe it to be a mistake, for the French 
sulphur their wine casks to prevent the acetous fermen- 
tation, which is not practised, as it is not necessary, here ; 
and inasmuch as acids are supposed to generate gout, Eng- 
lish physicians forbid their gouty physicians to drink the 
Rhenish wines, which is certainly a mistake, as the gout is 
a disease rarely if ever known on the banks of the Rhine, 
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where no other wine scarcely is drunk. This is also the 
testimony of the physicians of Mayence, who say that the C aii ate ( ‘ >: 

Rhine wines are very salutary, and even medicinal, con- Amet wan Medical @ unes. 
taining less acid than any others, and are never saturated ‘ 

with brandy, as the French white wines are. Were I to 
recommend any foreign wine, it would be the highly 
flavored Moselle, which is now becoming highly fashionable 
at the first tables in London, and which, when iced, consti- 
tutes a most grateful and not unwholesome drink in sum- | Rw 

mer. It is also a cheap wine, costing at Coblentz or May- TES. ABW SONOCL CF CRESETAES: 

ence, less than one dollar and a half per imperial gallon. | Practica Surcery is evidently, at the present time, tho- 
It contains, I believe, more @nanthic ether (that volatile roughly committed to conservatism. This rule of practice 
principle which imparts that smell and taste which distin- | j, go firmly established, that no one would risk his repu- 
guish wines from all other fermented liquids) than any tati yee fete mA , 

. meee - : are , ation by even the suspicion that he did not fully and hear- 
other wine; though the French wines have it ina marked | * - ‘ } . . < 9 ee 
degree, particularly those from the Orleans grape. Tropi- tily assent to it as an invariable guide. t ractical medicine, 
cal wines, it is well known, have no bouquet whatever. also, long’since adopted expectancy as its governing prin- 

In regard to sparkling wines I am told that they began | ciple, and all representatives of the most advanced views in 
first to be manufactured in Germany about forty years ago this branch of physic accept it as a safe if not a universal 


fr infers eck € > > eS . . ° . 
from the inferior Neckar grape, and that the process has guide. But what is the tendency of modern obstetric me- 
been continued from that day to the present with increas- . 


: es : icine? Time , ing ‘ ara. 
ing success; so that at this time, they compete to a consi- dicine ? Time was when the ruling motto among = pips 
derable extent with genuine Champagne. There are now  Cheurs ran thus, “ meddlesome midwifery is bad.” So 
manufactories of this wine at Hochheim. Mayence, and | earnestly was this idea inculcated by obstetrical professors, 
Coblentz, I have good reason to know that large quanti- that if a graduate forgot everything else this terse sen- 
ties of inferior wine, which would not readily find a sale in | tence rang in his ears every time he approached the ly- 
its unsophisticated state, are thus got rid of, the sweetness |... . . *. 
. - . ing-in chamber. Many will remember during their 
and effervescence, as in the case of our Champagne made 5 . ¢ th whict : 
of Newark cider, concealing and masking the real inferior- natural lives the vehemence with whic t Bf GCEREIFIS PFO- 
ity of the wine. It is maintained here, by dealers in the | fessor, twenty years ago, denounced the forceps, and, inci- 
article at least, that if the best kind of grapes are selected, 
and the same process pursued as in Champagne, a most 
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dentally, in language not less severe, the practitioner who 
me } : would use them. Language failing to give full expression 
excellent wine 1s the result and quite equal, every way, to | to hig contempt of obstetrical operations, he illustrated his 
the best Champagne, and greatly superior to most that Lean the etiendida ate @ vielen Gl SOLE LE 
goes under that name. But the grapes, I believe, are | ee ee ee ty o grok a. 
taken from a common growth, and the effervescence pro- | lations of his person which served to fix in the mind of 
duced by the carbonic acid gas in the process of fermenta- | the terrified student the truth that meddlesome midwifery 
tion. The best judges, however, say, that the experiment | must be bad. 
isa failure; that, although the effervescence of a Champagne 
wine may be thus obtained, yet the delicious flavor which which every practitioner was brought only after every pru- 
characterizes that wine will be always wanting, as that sie Moe = “te yP 
flavor is derived from the soil, and can be supplied by no | dent means was exhausted, and the condition of the patient 
art. I know that large quantities of the lowest class of imperatively demanded assistance. The frequent employ- 
German wines are imported into France for the purpose of | ment of artificial aid in midwifery practice was an oppro- 
being converted into Champagne, and that fictitious spark- | prium under which no accoucheur would willingly rest. It 
ling Moselle is now extensively mavufactured in France, | was the pride of practitioners to report the number of cases 
labels being used bearing the names of patented German hich the ded ally wit! ; f Gides 
wines, The truth is that Champagne wines, so called, are | ¥'"'°? . ey NS Caen kde = oe gleam 8 
made in Germany, merely to get rid of the poorer and une | Several of the oldest and most eminent obstetricians of this 
salable classes of wines, and this is confirmed by the little | country can boast that they never had occasion to use the 
estimation in which they are held in the country of their | forceps more than once, twice, or thrice in their own prac- 
manufacture ; for we cannot suppose it to be fashion or | tice; nor did they have a considerable annual mortality 
prejudice which causes a preference to be given to French | amous their enece, Their recorés of oractica. on the eon- 
Champagne. Else, why are these sparkling wines desig- es gtperta. ds : " 
nated by French names, and why employ the labels, brands, | ‘T@tY, exhibit a per-centage of deaths too slight for cri- 
and mode of packing in vogue among the French manufac- | Ucism. 

turers? If the wine could stand on its own merits, these But whoever is familiar with current medical literature 
impositions, I take it, would not be necessary. These | must have become convinced that a new and powerful 


wines cost here about seventy-five to ninety cents per ete ; ba atest 
’ : school of obstetrical practitioners and teachers is rising into 
bottle, while the best French Champagne (Cliquot or Moet : P 6 


brand) costs about double the price. In 1861 the sale of | importance, which bes for its chief aim to popularize ope- 
sparkling Hock and Moselle was estimated at about one | Tative midwifery. With them the old text, “ meddlesome 
million of bottles, which is about one-tenth of the sale of | midwifery is bad,” passes for a prejudice of our forefathers. 
French champagne. But this is too extensive a subject | Brushing it away as the rubbish of the past, they have laid 
for a single letter. as a foundation for the superstructure which they are 
building, the power and necessity of art to guide to suc- 

Dr. Guecexsvent, who lately died at Basle, has left a cessful issue the processes of nature. While science is 
sum of 600,000 francs to the Moravian Brothers (Fréres | leading practical physicians and surgeons to conservatism, 
Moraves), on condition that they keep up the establish- | its teachings are having a contrary influence upon obste- 
mont founded by him for cretins, under the name of | tricians. As the armamentum chirurgicum diminishes, the 
‘L'Hospice Guggenbuehil,”"—Brit. Jour. “kit” of the obstetrician increases. Twenty years ago few 


practitioners had obstetrical instruments, and these were 
carefully concealed ; to-day they are a necessary part of the 


Such teachings bore their legitimate fruits, 
Operative interference in obstetric practice was a resort to 





178 American Medical Times, 


graduate’s outfit, and occupy too fie cu utly 4 conspicuous 
plac ein his offic e. 

The change in obstetrical practice which we have in- 
dicated as now in progress must be witnessed with alarm 
by every believer in conservatism in medicine. Already 
we witness the sad results which must inevitably follow 


the inculeation of an aggressive practice In midwifery. 


Many lying-in asylums give a far larger mortality of 


puerperal cases and of still-births at full term than for- 
merly; and the history of these institutions shows that 
the number of instrumental cases is annually largely 
increasing. Private practice would, if honestly written, 
give similar results. The medical journals teem with the 
death-records of meddlesome midwifery; and it is sur- 
nrising what senseless audacity is frequently exhibited by 
1ese progressive obstetricians in publishing to the world 
ne records of their own shame. It was not long since 
that a practitioner of this school advocated podalic ver- 


sion in natural labor, and reported a large number of 


cases in proof of its advantages, in several of which the arm 
or leg was fractured during the necessary manipulations. 


It would seem quite mpossible that ,a school of prac- 
tice, founded on such erroneous principles, and giving 
such disastrous results, could ever make proselytes. It 
requires, however, but a slight knowledge of human na- 
ture and the peculiar temperament of the present age, 
to discover that such a code of practice has many elements 
of popularity. The éclat, of an operation is never lost sight 
of by the ambitious. Ifthe license is given they will never 
fail to find the opportunity to impress the community with 
their skill and daring.. The tedious waiting at the bedside 
may also be limited by interference, and the practitioner is 
liable to consult his eonvenience rather than the interests 
of the patient. This has become so common, that people 


unacquainted with medicine have taken the alarm, and 


many persons have puta black mark against the name of 


practising physicians for prematurely proposing a resort to 
ergot in order to secure a night's rest for themselves. 


It may be thought that we have attached too much im- 


portance to this subject, but if we regard the interests of 


the profession, and the cause of humanity, it demands 
the most. serious consideration, In the earnest and eloquent 
language of arecent author, “It is time that plain language 
should be spoken on this subject ; the spirit of conservative 
midwifery seems to have been lost in sleep ; the ordinances 
of nature have been disregarded, and the accoucheur with 
instrument in hand, rampant in his desire for opportunity, 
rushes with good heart and unmeasured confidence to 
what he deems the scene of conquest, but too often, alas! 
it proves a scene of harrowing agony to the unhappy pa- 
tient.” We urge upon the attention of the conseryative 
practitioners of midwifery the necessity of resisting the pre- 
sent tendency of obstetrical practice to operative inter- 
Let them reinstate, in all its force, as their guid- 
ing principle, the old and rational motto, “ meddlesome 
midwifery is bad.” 


ference. 


sallsititogies 
THE WEEK. 
We cannot let the remarks of Surgeon W. C. Orrersoy, 
U.S.V., in an article published in the issue of the Mepicau 
Times for the 21st of March, in reference to certain’ articles 
on the supply table, pass uncorrected. He says that but 
two preparations of iron are furnished, neither of which can 
. 


THE WEEK, 


April 11, 1868. 


ing the sol. per- 
There are on the supply 
list seven preparations of iron, four of which are allowed in 
the field. 
of quinine, are calculated to mislead, as Surgeon Otterson 
knows, or ought to know, that in cases where that allow- 
ance is not sufficient a special requisition will procure all 
that is necessary. Paragraph I, of Circular No. 12, of 1862, 
from the Surgeon-General’s Office, says: “It is not the 
design of the Department to confine Medical Officers abso- 
lutely to that table (supply) either in variety or quantity, but 
only to establish a standard for their guidance in making 
requisitions for supplies, leaving individual preference to be 
indulged at the discretion of the Medical Director or Sur- 
geon-General. Neither is it to be supposed that the quan- 
tities of the table will always meet the necessities of unu- 
sual emergencies, as during epidemics, or in unhealthy 
seasons and localities, and medical officers who allow their 
supplies to be exhausted through any such contingencies, 
without timely notice of their approaching necessities, will 
be held to a strict accountability.” 


be used in certain cases to advantage, specify 
sulphatis and tinct. ferri chloridi. 
I 


blis remarks, also, in reference to the allowance 


Prosecutions for alleged malpractice were once very fre- 
quent in this country, and the English journals assumed 
that they were evidence of the low state of the profession. 
Now, howaver, such prosecutions have become very fre- 
quent in England, and we but rarely hear of them in the 
United States. In alluding to an approaching trial the 
British Medical Journal very justly remarks :— 

“We do earnestly hope that members of our profession 
will not be found to enter the witness-box and give evi- 
dence affecting the interest and character of one of their 
profession merely because they are summoned to do so. 
Heaven forbid that we should interfere with the due course 
of justice, when any member of our profession renders 
himself hable to be properly visited by the whips of the 
law. No; in such case, it would be our duty to assist in 
bringing the offender to justice. What we enter our 
strongest protest against Is that thoughtless and’ ready 
way mm which members of our profession are so often 
found to come forward and assist in the prosecution of a 
medical brother in distress, however unjust and unwar- 
rantable that prosecution may be. We eannot but feel 
convinced that it is within the profession itself that we 
must look for the cause of this frequency with which ac- 
tions have of late been brought against medical men.” 

Tue Albany Journal, in quoting our strictures on the re- 
ports of the Proceedings of the State Medical Society, 
thinks we were too severe on the reporters, The course 
of the papers of that city proves that we were not sufi- 
ciently severe. They seem banded together to disgrace a 
prominent member of the Society by their bombastic re- 
ports of his operations, The last and most ridiculous of 
all their publications is the appearance of the “ grateful pa- 
tient,” in a letter commending the great abilities of his 
benefactor. It had been supposed that this “ grateful pa- 
tient’ died several years ago, on the demise of a certain 
quack of this city, but it seems that he lives, and is at his 
old trade. We commiserate the surgeon who is haunted 
by a “ grateful patient.” 

Tur records of deaths from procured abortion and by the 
hands of unrecognised lunatics have filled the news co- 
lumns of our city papers during the past week. This species 
of crime is rapidly increasing, and deserves the attention of 


the Legislature. 
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HOSPITAL GANGRENE. 


[We are requested to insert the following letter from 
Dr. Woopwarp to Pror. Dermotp.—Eb.} 


Sure@ron-General's Orrior, 
Wasnineton Crry, Maxcn 6, 1863. 
Dear Srr—In your ninth lecture in the American Mept- 
cat Times for February 28, 1863, you express the opinion 
that it is not improbable that hospital gangrene “ may 
have its origin in the rapid generation of a destructive 
icroscopic fungus,” and mention that the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral had sent me to Annapolis to investigate the histology 
of this disease. Permit me, therefore, after correcting 
your statement of the number of cases (there being only be- 
tween fifty and sixty, and npt a hundred and fifty, as stated) 
to give you the result of examination into the fungus 
theory. I quote from my report to the Surgeon-Gene- 
ral —_ 
“In conclusion, an allusion may be made to the idea 
that the peculiar "characteristics of this disease are due to 
» local presence of microscopic fungi. This idea is not 
b orne out by facts. Accurate examination with a high mag- 
ying power, of cases in every stage, both where nothing 
but an ordinary water-dressing had’ been employed, as 
ell as in cases in’ which various forms of antiseptic and 
caustic washes had been applied, utterly failed to demon- 
strate any ecryptegamic organisms, except the ordinary 
vibrios, which are to be observed in every decomposing 
animal substance.” 
The histology of this interesting affection, as observed, 
is too large a subject for a letter. 
Very respectfully yours, 
J. J. Woopwarp, Ass. Surg. U.S.A. 


ee 


ASUALTIES AT THE BATTLE OF FREDERICKS- 
BURGH. 
8p Barcaper, Ist Drv., 8p Corpa, A.?P. 
Near Falmouth, Va., Feb. 27, 1563. 
[To the Editor of the American Meproat Trwes.} 


Sir—I beg leave to send you a few notes, hastily taken at 
our division hospital (1st Div., 3d Corps), after the battle of 
Fredericksburgh during my charge, and presented in form 
of a report, made by order of Orpheus Everts, Surgeon-in- 


Chief of Division. It is necessarily brief, owing to the 
multiplicity of other business incident to the occasion. 

Amputations of the thigh, Pr. McEvoy, 99 P.V., right, 
middle third; Pr. Downs, 38 N.Y.V., left, middle "third: 
Major Hawksworth, 99 P.V., left, middle and lower 
third; Pr. O'Hara, 12 P. R., left, middle third; Pr. Trow- 
bridge, 99 P.V., right, middle third; Pr, Forrester, 99 P.V., 
left, middle third; Pr. Roack, 99 P.V., right, middle third; 
total, seven. Amputation of leg, one, Pr. Underwoo:l, 
3lst Geo., left, lower third. Amputations of upper extre- 
mities, Pr. Clark, 99 P.V., right arm, middle third; Pr. 
Webb, 5th Mich., left arm, middle third; another name 
illegible, left arm, middle third; total, three. Amputations 
of fingers, eight; ditto with portious of metacarpal bones, 
two; total, ten, 

Resections.— Upper Extremities —General Campbell, up- 
per half of right ulna; Pr. Lier, three inches of shaft of left 
humerus; Pr. Brown, three inches of shaft of right ulna; 
two others of metacarpal bones; total, five. 

Lower Extremities—Pr. Libby, middle of shaft of left 
femur. 

Several bullets and other missiles were removed by in- 
cision or otherwise, from various parts of the body, some 
from the chest, which had passed through the lungs and 
lodged posteriorly. 

All the amputations were performed before any serious 


constitutional irritation had been observed; indeed most 
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of > tag were primary, in this respect, notwithstanding the 
fact of our being obliged to shift our quarters to three dif- 
ferent locations ; once, recrossing the river to the opposite 
bank, then removing from this place back to the vicinity 
of our camps. This proceeding was, of course, a serious 
disadvantage, in view of successful operations and ultimate 
recovery. 

All the amputations of the thigh were flap operations, 
anterior and posterior, one lateral, owing to the wound 
being situated just where the anterior flap should be. 

Amputation of the leg, circular at the junction of the 
middle and lower third. 

Amputations of the humerus, at the middle or junction 
of the middle and lower third. 

Amputations of fingers performed in the ordinary man- 
ner. 

The resections were remarkibly promising cases when 
they left the hospital, a few days atterwards. The same 
may be observed of the amputations, -which seemed unusu- 
ally promising, notwithstanding the previous and subse- 
quent removals. Indeed, the general good condition of 
the patients, with respect to care, comfort, operations, 
dressing, clothing, and transportation, elicited the warmest 
acknowledgments from all, even newspaper correspon- 
dents, and more especially from the surgeons in charge of 
the general hospitals to which they were sent. 

Of the operators, twelve in number, it would be impro- 
per to make invidious mention, where all were equally at- 
tentive and car€ful. I cannot forbear, however, 
cularize. the efficient services of Drs. Hildreth, 3d Me., 
Everett, 5th Mich., Lyster, 5th Mich., Jones, Surgeon-in- 
Chief, Ist Brigade, Howe, Ist N. Y., Herr, 68th P. V., and 
finally, J. W. Lyman, Surgeon-in-Chief, 2d Brigade, my 
predecessor in charge, to whom was intrusted the trans- 
portation of the wounded to Washington, which was ac- 
complished with consummate care and skill, and with entire 
safety to those concerned. Altogether, the arrangements 
from the beginning were exce edingly good, notwithstand- 
ing the serious disadvantages enumerated. The mortality 
was unusually small, and confined to the very worst cases. 
None of those operated on died at the hospital, nor dur- 
ing the transportation subsequently, and as above stated 
they left in excellent condition and good spirits. 

Very respectfully, ete., 
Wm. omg 
Surgeon-in-Chief, 3d Brig., Ist Div., 3d Corps, 
pS 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE, 
Vienna, Avetera, Feb., 1863. 
Vienna has one great advantage over many other places for 
medical instruction, and this is, that the clinics and lecture- 
rooms are all very near each other, so that no time is lost 
in going from place to place. In and about the “ General 
Ilospital,’ which has beds for 3,000, and has rarely less 
than 2,500 patients, all the medical advantages of Vienna 
may be enjoyed. The two surgical professors of the 
University (Schuh and Dummreicher) have each two wards, 
containing about sixty patients, on whose cases they lec- 
ture before the class; while there are a number of other 
wards, the treatment of which is directed by attending sur- 
geons, called here “ Primarii,” who, however, are not pro- 
fessors, and who give no lectures, and to whose wards 
the students have no access. I will endeavor more fully to 
explain the arrangement of the system of instruction as it 
obtains in the Medical De partment of* the University here. 
Surgery, Medicine, Midwifery, Diseases of the Ky e and 
Skin, have each a clinic, consisting generally of two wards, 
with a lecture-room attached, Each morning the professor 
makes the first visit inthe wards, attended by the house- 
surgeon or physician, and his assistant, and the students. 
The newecases are prescribed for, and one or more cases 
are selected as the basis of a lecture on the disease in ques- 
tion, which lecture may be delivered at the bedside or in 
the adjoining lecture-room, 


to parti- 


This is no rambling superticial 
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talk, but as full aone as the didactic lectures of our 
fessors of surgery or medicine. These visits or cli 
tures continue for about two hours. The 
cases are prepared by .andidates for a 

among the requirements for 

number of cases in the wards 
applicant, and these histories are 
cases of the 


t pro- 
nical lee- 


histories of the 
degree, it being 
graduation that a given 
shall be followed by the 
made the basis in 
This is the 
Surgery, 
is obtained. 


some 
manner in 
medicine, mid- 


professor’s remarks, 
which the student’s knowledve of 
Ww ifery, and ophthalmology, In buildings near 
by the lectures on Pathological Anatomy (Rokitans! cy) 
Des riptive and Topographical Anatomy (Hyrtl and Voigt), 
Physiology, delivered, The two professors 
of me (Skoda* and Oppholze) are extremely well 
known in America. The latter, who has written no book, 
a requirement of a professor here, is the more interesting 
lecturer, and consequently has the 
Ifebra has a department for 
well attended, especially by graduates of other schools 
who are taking a post-graduate course in Vienna. Profes- 
sor Arlt, one of the conductors of the Archives of Ophthal- 
mology, has a department with about 100 patients, a lec- 
ture-room, and a daily clinic, when patients are 
prescribed for. He gives also a course on the operations 
on the eye, illustrated with preparations showing a 
masterly hand. This course, which he gives twice in the 
game session, each one lasting about six weeks, is especially 
for those who have a special interest in ophthalmology. In 
the present class ol 
other 


Chemistry, are 


icine 


Profess r 
which is very 


creater class. 


skin diseases, 


out-door 


seventeen, the greater number are 
Every one has the “opportunity to 
perform each one of thi » operations several times during the 
course under the direction of the Arlt has not 
the genius of Graefe, but he careful and 
ssful in his treatment. Optics are not so much con- 
sidered and lectured upon as at Berlin, but more strictly 
practical instruction is giveu. Professor Taeger has also a 
department for diseases of the eye, in which he has 
eighty patients. He 
ophthalmoscope. His 


than Germans 
profe ssor. 
is a fine operator, 


succe 


about 
instruction in the use of the 
pli ites illustrating the diseases of the 
sclerotica, choroid, an ' retina, have an extended reputation, 
The present professor is the Professor Taeger, 
one of the most distinguished oculists in Germany, but 
who is now too old to conduct a clinic. 

The midwifery clinic is always well attended by foreign- 
ers, on account of the practice, “Tt is an 
interesting fact, which may be stated in passing, that more 
than half of the births in Vienna are illegitimate. The 
Foundling Hospital, where children are received and “no 
questions asked,” is immediately opposite the General Hos- 
vital, The pathological rooms of the hospital, in 
Rokitans! y holds his lectures and 


linies 


olives 
gives 


son of 


advantages for 


which 
j sections, in which also 
the sections of the various ¢ are made, is a model 
building, beautifully and conveniently fitted up. The dead 
room has bells which are connected by a wire to the hand 
of the corpse, so that in case of return to life prompt 
assistance can be rendered from the next room, where the 
watchman is. An autopsy is made on each clinical 
patient who dies, and no such obstacles can be thrown 
about the efforts of the physicians as at home. Rokitansky, 
who is now fifty-nine years old, delivers a course of lee- 
tures, which are very poorly delivered, consisting of extracts 
from his works, and are thinly attended, by not more than 
fifteen to twenty students. As is well known a great 
many of his theories have been overturned, and Virchow 
in Berlin, as a pathologist, probably now stands higher. 
lhe course of study here is five years, or ten sessions, 
the number of students and graduates attending the pri- 
v ate special instruction not more than 600. There is ano- 
ther school for medical instruction here, having a full 
faculty of eminent men, which is intended for army sur- 
geons in the emperor's service. ‘Phere is also a hospital 
connected with it. Sudoiz, the physiologist, and Stillwaz, 
the author of a new work on Diseases of the Bye, are 
distinguished members of this faculty. The advantages 
for post-graduate study in Vienna are excellent, on the 
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whole better than in Berlin; short and thorough courses, 
of about six weeks in duration, being given in the various 
departments of surgical and medical science. The classes 
number from six to twenty, being limited according to the 
requirements of the subject. 

All the attending surgeons and physicians of the hospi- 
tals, with the house surgeons and physicians and their 
assistants, are paid a fixed salary. The principle that the 
benefits of the practice should be sufficient emolument is 
not here recognised as in America, 

I should like to speak more at length of the military 
medical school, called “Josephinum” here, but I reserve 
it for another time. The hospital is no model for us in a 
sanitary point of view; the arrangements are far behind 
ours in many respects. For example, wooden beds are still 
used, the ventilation is extremely bad, cleanliness is not 
so generally observed, although a few of the wards are all 
that could be desired in this respect. The nurses are fe- 
male, and an unclean race of people of the lower class. 
The hospital is an irregular sart of quadrangular-shaped 
two-story-and-a-half building, inclosing several courts, 
which are laid out with pleasant walks. Fountains or 
springs in these courts furnish the water for the building. 

Medicine stands far ahead of general surgery in Vienna, 
which fact is due to the eminent men at the head of the 
latter department. In skin diseases, diseases of the eye, 
midwifery, and in normal and pathological anatomy, the 
school takes a first rank. 

Yours, ete., 
D. B. Sr. Jos Roosa, M.D. 


Medical -Yntelligence, 


War Department, Aps Gen't’s Orrice. 
Wasnineron, March 25, 1563. } 
SPECIAL ORDERS, No, 189. 
~ 2. Hospital Steward James S. Knox, U.S.A., is hereby honorably dis- 
charged the service of the United States, to enable him to accept a clerk- 
ship in the War Department. 

4. The following assignment is made of Medical Officers : 

Assistant Surgeons Francis Greene, J. W. Applegate, F. Hayden, A. C. 
Benedict, and Db. B. Hannan, U.S.V., to report for duty to a General 
commanding the Department of the South, at Hilton Head, 8. C, 

Assistant Surgeons J. N. Laing and J. W. Merriam, U.S.V., to report to 
Surgeon L. A. kdwards, U.S.A., in charge of General Hospital, Portsmouth 
Grove, R. L. 

Assistant Surgeons R. L. Braden, R. W. Pease, and B. B. Wilson. 
U.S.V., to report to the General commanding the Department of the Galf 
at New Orleans, La. 

Assistant Surgeons Henry Janes and J. + De Lamater, U.S.V., to re- 
port to the Medical Director at Newbern, N, 

Assistant Surgeons J. B. Morrison and E. i, Bates, U.S. V., 
the Medical Director at Washington, D. ©. 

Assistant Surgeons J. D, Johnson and J. H. Peabody, U.S.V. 
to the Medical 1/irector at Baltimore, Md. 

Assistant Surgeon 8S. D. Carpenter, U.s.V., to report to the Command- 
ing Officer at Fort Kearney, Nebraska Territory, to relieve Assistant Sur- 
geon K. H. Silliman, U.S.A. The latter on being relieved to report to the 
Medical Director at Washington, D.C. 

Assistant Surgeon E W. Tharm and H. B. Buck, U.S 
the Medical Director of the Army of the Potomac. 

Assistant Surgeon Charles Mayo, U.8.V., to report to Surgeon Meredith 
Clymer, U.S.V., for duty, attending sick and wounded officers of Volun- 
teers in the © ity of Washington, D.C. 

Assistant Surgeons W. W. Wythes, 8. D. Turney, D. J. Gloninger, C. 
F. Haynes, and J. W. Mintzer. U.S.V., to report in — to the Medical 
Director of the Department of the C umberland, and by letter to the Assis- 
tant Surgeon-General at St. Louis, Mo. 

Assistant Surgeons J. KR. Ludlow, G@. R. Weeks, H. P. Mathewson, H. N. 
to report in person to the Medical 
Director, Department of the Tennessee, and by letter to the Assistant Sur- 
geon General at St. Louis. 

Assistant Surgeon A. N. Speer, US 
tor, Department of the Ohio, 


Army 


to report to 


., to report 


, to reportto 


., to report to the Medical Diree- 


6. The leave of absence heretofore granted to Surgeon Samuel B. Mor- 

rison, 21 Maine Vols., is hereby extended thirty days. 
By order of the Secretary of War, 
E D. Townsexn, 
Assistant Adjutant-General. 

The following named regimental Officers, detached on duty at the places 
set opposite their respective names, will paent without delay to join 
their respective regiments in the Army of the Potomac. 

Surgeon J.P. P. White, 10th NeW York Vols., now on duty with 9th 
Army Corps. 

Assistant Surgeon Joseph Carrier, Ist New York Vols., on duty in Hos- 
pital at Washington, D. ¢ 

Assistant —— Geo. W. - tie 182d rere Vols., on duty 
in Hospital at Washington, D. C, 
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METEOROLOGY AND NECROLOGY OF TIE WEEK IN THE CITY 
AND COUNTY OF NEW YORK. 
Abstract of the Official Report. 
From the 80th day of March to the 6th day of April, 1863, 


Deaths.—Men, 91; women, 74; boys, 126; girls, 188; total, 429. Adults, 
165; children, 264; males, 217; females, 212; colored, 10. Infants under 
two years of age, 160. Children born of native parents, 18; foreign, 198 

Among the causes of death we notice :—Apoplexy, 8; infantile convul- 
sions, 81: croup, 18; diphtheria, 17; searlet fever, 23; typhus and typhoid 
fevers, 14; consumption, 57; small-pox, 0; measles, 4; dropsy of head, 16; 
infantile marasmus, 15; cholera infantum, 1; inflammation ‘of br: vin, 11; 
of bowels, 2; of lun; 8, 836; bronchitis, 18; congestion of brain, 0; of lungs, 
0; erysipelas, 3; iarrheea and dysentery, 1. 22 deaths oceurred from 
acute diseases, and 87 from violent causes. 823 were native, and 126 
foreign; of whom 65 came from Ireland; 46 died in the City Charities; 
of whom 12 were in Bellevue Hospital, and 5 died in the Immigrant 
Institution, 


Abstract of the Atmospherical Record of the Eastern Dispensary, kept in 
e Market Building, No. 57 Essex street, New York. 
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RemMarKs.—29th, Rain early a.m., clear p.m, with fresh wind. 30th, 
Clear day ; cloudy night 81st, Snow and rain. Ist, Clear day, cloudy 
late at night. 24, Variable. 3d, Mostly clear with fresh wind, 4th, 
Cloudy all day with fresh wind; gale with rain, snow, and hail at night. 
Kain and melted snow fur the week one inch. 

——____—_-. 
SPECIAL NOTICES. 

New Yorx Acapemy or Mepicine—On Wednesday 
Evening, April 15th, Dr. Percy will continue the consider- 
ation of “ Veratrum,” giving the chemical tests and reagents, 
the alkaloid from veratum viride and from other species, the 
doses and the modes of administration, and the general and 
special action of the plant in a therapeutical point of view. 
After which the Discussion on Cyanosis (by Dr. J. L. Sarre) 
will be opened by Dr. Jacost, and followed by Drs. UH. G. 
Cox, G. T. Extiot, Barker, and others. 





JUST PUBLISHED. 


Pulletin of the New York Academy 


of Medicine Vol. 1. 1861-62. 8vo. cloth, pp. 558. $1 50. Ifto 
be sent by mail 84¢. extra must be remitted. Subscriptions received for 
Vol. 2, 1868, $1 00 payable in advance. 
BAILLIERE BROS., 440 Broadway, N. Y. 





American Journal of Ophthalmology 
JULIUS HOMBERGER, M.D., Eprror. 
No. 4 


Contains a complete synopsis of the History, Pathology, and Treat- 
ment 


GLAUCOMA. 
No. 5 


Will contain an abstract of the Compte-rendu of the 
INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF OPHTHALMOLOGY 
(29th Sept. to 8d Oct, 1862.) , 
Subscription Price for one year (six NomBERs), $2.00; sample numbers 


FREE, 
BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 
440 Broadway, New York. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


Orrick Mrepicat Examiner, Cutcaco, 
February 20, 1563, f 

The next regular Annual Meeting of the American Medical Association 
will be held in the City of Chicago, Llinvis, on the first Tuesday in June, 
1863. Every permanently organized State, County, and Local Medical 
Society is entitled to send one Delegate for every ten members, and one 
additional Delegate for a fraction of more than half of that number. 
Medical Colleges, and Hospitals containing over 100 beds for the sick, are 
entitled to two Delegates; and all other permanently organized Medical 
Institutions are entitled to one Delegate each. 

The Committee earnestly desire a full attendance from all parts of the 
country. 





By order of the Committee of Arrangements, 
N. 8. DAVIS, 


CRAIG MICROSCOPE, 


This is the best and cheapest microscope in the world for 
most practical purposes. It magnifies about 100 diameters, 
or 10,000 times, and requires neither skill nor patience to 
use it. The power is about that most frequently required 
in making microscopic examinations, and it will be found 
exceedingly convenient even for those who have more ex- 
pensive and complicated instruments, while for physicians 
who have no microscope, it is invaluable. 

it will be sent by mail, postage paid, on the receipt of 
$2.25, or with six beautiful mounted objects for $3. 

Address 


Chairman, 4 


HENRY CRAIG, 
A liberal discount to the trade, 


/ a. y ‘ SS ° 

| yr. Munde’s Water-Cure Establish- 

~ nt at Florence, Mass. (near Northampton), is large and commo- 
dious. Being very ple asantly situated among the hills of one of the heal- 
thiest parts of New Png rland, and abundantly su ipplied with the purest and 
coldest granite Water (no ice being ever required for cooling it), it offers a 
desirable resort to the profession for such patients as need pure mountsm 
air, exercise, a pluin nourishing digt, and rest from the turmoil of cities 
and business, with, or without, the applications of Priessnitz’s system of 
therapeutics, as acquired under its inventor's personal guidance, but mo- 
dified by scientific principles and thirty years’ experience. The treatment 
is mild, and in every case adapted to the constitution of the patient, 

Price from 7 to $12 per week 


182 Centre St., N. Y. 


T° the Medic: al Profess ssion. —Dr. 1. 


Paricor, Honorary Professor of the University of Brussels, late Com- 
missioner in Lunacy, and Superintendent of Gheel, bas opened an Insti- 
tution at J/astings, on the Hudson, for the cure of mental and nervous 
diseases. The house is situated in a delightful and retired spot near the 
Hudson with vast grounds and gardens. The system employed in this 
new institution (thatof free air and family life) is based upon the moral 
and physical liberty of @e patients who voluntarily submit to medical 
treatment. 

Dr. P. is permitted to give for his references sever: ul gentlemen of the 
highest scienti‘ic authority, and Superintendents of As J 
States. In town he may be consulted at Dr, Elsbe 
15th street, on Tuesdays and Saturdays, for mental diseases and medico- 
legal questions, 


[)idiot, P. A.—Code des ofliciers oe 


sante de l'armee de terre, ou traite de droit administratif d Hygiene 
et de Medecine legale militaires. 1 thick vol. 8vo. Paris, 1868. tr. To 
be issued in two parts—one part Low published, the Olber to appear im- 
mediately, 
_Bariurrs Broturrs, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


i usson.—Etudes sur les 


Hopitaux 


consideres sous le rapport de leur construction, de la distribution de 


leurs batiments,de lameublement, de Thygiene et du service des salles 
de Malades. 4to. 25 plates. Paris. 25fr. 
BaiLuirer Brorners, 440 Broadway, N. Y, 


: We . 
| [etehinson.—A Clinical Memoir on 
certain diseases of the Eye and Ear, conseqfent on inherited Syphi- 
lis; with an oe chapter of Commentaries on the Transmission of 
Syphilis from Parent to Offspring, and its more remote consequences, 
8vo. London. 9s. 
Batcurere Brornens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 


(jraves, R. J —Lecons de clinique 
medicale, precedees d'une fntroduction de M. le professeur Trous- 


seau. 2me edit. Kevue et corrigee. Tome ler. Svo. 766 pages. Paris 
1862. 10fr. 


Ss BAtLLrere BRoTners, 440 Broadway, N. Y. ’ 
| yell—The Geological Evidence of 
4 


the Antiquity of Man, with re ie on Theory of Species by varis- 
Illustrated, 14s. 
Baitiiere Baotungs, 40 Broadway, N. Y. 


R eceuil de Memoires et Observations 
sur hygiene et la Medicine Veterinaires Militaires. Vol. 12. 8vo, 
Paris. 10fr, 


tion. Syo. 


Bariurnre Brorners, 44) Broadway, N. Y. 
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GEORGE TIEMANN & CO, 
anufacturers of Surgical Instru- 
MENTS, &e. 

No. 683 CHATHAM STREET, NEW YORK. 





OTTO & REYNDERS, 


Manufacturers and Importers of 
Surgical, Orthopedical, and Dental 
Instruments, Trusses, etc., 
58 Chatham Street, New York. 


The various Splints fur Morbus Coxarius, Abdominal Supporters, Shoulder- 
braces, Stockings for Varicose Veins, Electric Machines, Kar-Trampets 
Fracture Splints, Crutches, Syringes, Enemas, Skeletons, Fine Cutlery, ete 


! rtificial ‘Legs and 
Hands. Selpho’s Patent Elastic Leg and 

Hand, 516 poco ay, New York, re 
‘These unrivalled substitutes for lost limbs, 

which have stood the test of over 27 years’ 

experience and have mever been surpassed, can be had only 0” 

Wim, Selpho, Patentee, 516 Broadway, 


& W. Grunow, 343 Fourth Avenue, 
® continue to supply their customers with 


MICROSCOPES 
AND 
MICROSCOPICAL APPARATUS, 
And will endeavor to sustain the repytation of their instrument. 


Special attention is fnvited to thelr Students’ Microscopes, which are 
highly recommended by the leading Microseopists of this city, etc, 


— a rl 
VACCINE 
vr . . 
irus of all kinds, perfectly pure, and 
», 
most reliable, used by the leading physicians of this city; put up in 
the best form for transmission to any part of the world, Prices—single 
tube, 75 cts.; three, $2; single charge of eighth-day lymph, on pointed qaills, 
15 cts; fifteen points, $1; single charge, on convex surface of section of 
quill, 20 cts. ; ten, $1. 
Address, Eastern Dispensary, 57 Essex Street, New York. 


Y é I : - ‘ 

ew England Mutual Tife Ins. ¢ 0., 

BOSTON AND NEW YORK, ORGANIZED 184. ASSETS, 
$2,350,000. Documents showing the benefits of Life Insurance 
with the advantages of the Mutual plan, and the superior position and 
marked success of this Co., and explaining the different kinds of Policies 
with their methods of payment, may be obtained free of expense, upon 
application, either personally or by mail, to JOHN HOPPER, Agent and 
Attorney for the Co., Metropolitan Bank Building, 114 Broadway, New 
York, §3%" Parties at a distance may insure from Blunks, which will 
be forwarded free of erpense. 


J 


A REMARKABLE INVENTION IN ARTIFICIAL LEGS, 
a BY DOUGLAS BLY, M.D. 
) y , arp 7 
/ AN ANATOMICAL LEG, 
A ALSO, 
THE U. S. ARMY AND NAVY LEG. 
The latter ts furnished to Soldiers by the U. 8S. Go- 
vernment, without charge, by applying 
tv Dr. BLY 
By frequent dissections Dr. Bly has suceeeded in embodying the prin- 
ciples of the natural leg in an artificial one, and in giving it lateral or side 
motion at the ankle, the same as the natural one. $y so doing he has pro- 
a the most complete and successful invention ever attained in artifi- 
cial legs. 
ge A pamphlet, containing full description and illustrations, can be 
had without charge by addressing 


DOUGLAS BLY, M.D., 
Either 658 Broavway, New York City, or Rocuester, New York, or 
CINCINNATI, Ohio, 


raithwaite (W.& J.)—Commentary 
on Midwifery and the Diseases of Women and Children for the last 
half-year, 12mo. London 1862, 2s, 6d. 


Baitueke Brotuers, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 
}}vaun.— Materiaux pour servir a une 
- ) monographie sur la goutte. 


Traduit delallemand par Meder. 8vo. 
115 pages. Paris, 1862. 2fr. 


Waririexe Brorwens, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 








AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES ADVERTISER. 


WADE & FORD, 
Instrument Makers to the 
NEW YORK, BELLEVUE, AND CITY “HOSPITALS, 
Manufacture and Import all kinds of 
SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, APPLIANCES, 
SYRINGES, erc., 
85 Fulton street, New York. 

W. & F. beg leave to call the attention of the Faculty to the latest and 
most COMPACT general operating case, which they have arranged under 
the supervision of Dr, James Kk, Woon, a full description Of which will be 
forwarded upon application. Also, Dr. Lewis A. Saver's improved out- 
door Splint bor Morsvs Coxarivs. Directions for measurements will be 
forwarded when requested. 

References :—J auvge KR. Woop, M.D., 
Sarta, M.D., B. F. Bacur, M.D. U.S.N. 

PRICED CATALOGUES WILL BE SENT TO ANY ADDRESS. 


Ra" Agents for Jewett’s Artificial Limbs, which are “superior to all 
others 


Lewis A. Saver, M.D., Stepnen 


(‘linical Essays, by B. W. Richardson, 
M.D. 8vo. London, 1862. ' 
Batuere Beotrurns, 440 Broadway, N. Y. 








Tue Pusuisners offer the follow- 
ing inducement to those who may 
have opportunities to obtain subscri- 
bers to the Mepicau Times :— 

For one new subscriber ($3.00 
being remitted), a copy of Cuavassg’s 
Apvice To A Moruer will be sent free 
by mail. 

For two new subscribers ($6.00 
being remitted), one copy of GREEN- 
HOW ON DIPHTHERIA will be sent free 
by mail. 

For three new subscribers ($9.00 
being remitted), one copy of Smrru’s 
SurGcicaAL OPERATIONS will be sent free 
by mail. 





TERMS OF THE AMERICAN MEDICAL TIMES. 





City and Canadian Subscribers, $3.50 per annum, payable in advance, 

Mail Subscribers, $3 per annum, payable in advance. 

Remittances must accompany an order for the Journal. 

The Publishers will not hold themselves responsible for the loss of 
moneys inelosed in unregistered letters. 

There are two volumes a year, commencing on the Ist of January and 
July; but subscriptions may begin at any date. 

Those who desire to have the series complete can be supplied with the 
back numbers at the original subscription price. : 

The last volume, nicely bound in cloth, may be had at the office, for $1 75, 
and free by mail for $2 15; cloth cases for binding may be had at the office 
for 25 cehts, and free by mail for 84 cents. 

*,* Tur Mevicat Times is published every Saturday morning, and is 
transmitted direct by mail throughout every section of the country. As a 
medium for immediate communication with the medical profession of the 
United States, it offers unsurpassed facilities to those desiring to advertise 
Medical Colleges and Schools, late Works, Surgical Appliances, Instruments 
of every kind, Drugs and Medicines, ete., etc. The following terms of 
transient advertisements may be modified by special contract for perma- 
nent insertion: 


3¢ column, or less, . ° ° . - each insertion $1 00 

“ Fees aan Me eal 8, ee SS 1 80 
bY sn . . ° ° * ° 7 8 60 
1 - ° é e ° a ag _ 7 2 


A deduction of 10 per cent is made for 6 insertions, 
- 25 “ oe o 13 


oy BO io “ oo 26 oe 
“ 85 . oe + 52 
Communications should be addressed “ Office American Medical Times, 
440 Broadway, N. Y.” BAILLIERE BROTHERS, 


- Publishers and Proprietors, 











